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is concerned with the teacher as a teacher. It deals primarily with the tech- 
nical responsibilities of her occupation. Special consideration is given to the 
assignment, the recitation, the study-period, measuring the work of the 
school, attendance, records, reports, the teacher's relation to the curriculum, 
the teacher and educational statistics, and the teacher in relation to external 
elements. At the end of each chapter is a long list of exercises, questions, and 
problems, as well as a brief list of readings. The discussion is modern 
throughout. Much use is made of similar books in the field. While the book 
contains no specific contributions, it does place the old and familiar before 
the reader in an attractive way. 

A new textbook in the field of political economy. — A handicap which the 
advocates of political economy in the secondary school have never been able 
to overcome in a satisfactory way is the lack of a suitable textbook in the 
field. All the attempts to date in the matter of textbooks in economics 
adapted to secondary students seem to have fallen short in many respecst, 
the outstanding one being the absence of concrete material. Since this fact 
is so well known, one might suppose that very recent books would attempt to 
rectify it. Such, however, does not seem to be true, if one is to base his judg- 
ment of present-day tendency on Professor Carver's most recent publication, 1 
which deals largely with principles, as the title suggests. Inasmuch as this 
book does not claim to be especially adapted to the secondary field, it cannot 
be judged wholly from this angle. In Professor Carver's own words the 
purpose of the book is " to examine the economic foundations of our national 
strength and to point out some of the more direct methods of improvement, 
to the end that our democratic nation, and all democratic nations, may grow 
prosperous and great in all the elements of national greatness. " 

Seven large topics are treated in the discussion. They are: reform, 
public finance, consumption of wealth, distribution of wealth, exchange, 
production, and underlying conditions of national prosperity. From two 
to fourteen chapters all devoted to these topics. Subjects of vital economic 
importance to national and individual prosperity are treated in each chapter. 
While the book seems a little heavy and bulky for high-school students, it will 
in all probability become a leading text in college and university classes in 
economics. 

A new history of Latin America. — Considerable interest has of late 
developed in the history of Latin America. While courses in this field to date 
have been confined to colleges, there are a few individuals who would intro- 
duce a course in the history of our neighbors to the south into the high school. 



1 Principles of Political Economy. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1918. Pp. x+588. 
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The advocates of such a study in high school have been laboring under the 
handicap of a scarcity of suitable material. If his treatment proves to be 
adapted to secondary-school students, a recent book 1 by Professor Sweet, 
of DePauw University, will be welcomed by those who desire to see a study 
of the history of Latin America introduced into high schools. 

As indicated by the chapter headings, the book contains material on all 
phases of Latin-American life. Economic conditions, international relations, 
government, colonial administration, physical aspects, races, and society 
received considerable attention. Marginal rather than paragraph headings 
are employed; reading references in English are placed at the end of each 
chapter; some twenty good maps are scattered throughout the book. It 
will certainly pay anyone interested in either a text or a reference book in 
this field to examine critically Professor Sweet's work. 

An important book on national governments and the World War. — The 
Macmillan Company has recently published an elaborate treatise on the 
general subject of governments and the World War. 2 The volume is offered 
as an aid to the diffusion of knowledge along the line of the bearings of govern- 
mental organization and practice upon public well-being. It deals primarily 
with comparative government and aims to show what the principal peoples 
recently engaged in war have contributed to the shaping of contemporary 
institutions and ideas, as well as to describe the great changes which have 
been wrought in governmental organization and procedure during the war 
and to point out the paramount unsettled political problems that now face 
the world. 

The authors have divided their elaborate discussion into four parts, 
dealing with government in the United States, with governments of the allied 
nations, with government in the Teutonic states, and with the war and politi- 
cal reconstruction. While the book seems to be an after-war product, it 
contains little that could not have been written in 1914. When one thinks of 
the momentous changes that are sure to be effected in the near future in the 
governments of Europe, one is somewhat surprised at the appearance at this 
time of a work like the one under discussion. In spite of the fact, however, 
that much of what the book contains will ultimately have historical interest 
only, those interested in the subject of comparative governments will wel- 
come this vigorous and elaborate discussion by two well-known writers in the 
field of political science. 



1 A History of Latin America New York: Abingdon Press, 1918. Pp.283. P3-°°» 
5 F. A. Ogo and C. A. Beard, National Governments and the World War. New York: 
Macmillan, 1919. Pp. viii+603. $2.50. 



